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REMARKS 

Claims 1-16 are pending. By this Amendment, claims 1 and 8 are amended, and 
claims 15 and 16 are added. No new matter is added. Reconsideration of the application is 
respectfully requested. 

Applicants appreciate the Examiner's indication that claims 1-14 are allowable if 
rewritten to overcome the rejections to the claims under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. 
For at least the reasons discussed below, Applicants submit that claims 1-14 (and 
claims 15-16) are in condition for allowance. 

On June 14, 2004, Applicants filed an Information Disclosure Statement and PTO- 
1449 submitting references for consideration by the Patent Office. Applicants have not yet 
received a signed and initialed PTO-1449 evidencing consideration of the references. It is 
respectfully requested that a signed and initialed PTO-1449 be returned to Applicants' 
undersigned representative. For the convenience of the Examiner, a copy of the Information 
Disclosure Statement and PTO-1449 along with a date-stamped receipt evidencing filing of 
the submission are attached. 

Claims 1 and 8 are objected to for containing minor informalities. Applicants 
respectfully submit that claims 1 and 8, as filed, clearly recite the features of the method and 
apparatus for measuring a diffusion coefficient, respectively. It is respectfully requested that 
the objections be withdrawn. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph for being incomplete. 
Claim 1, from which claims 2-6 depend, is amended to recite a "measuring" step responsive to 
the rejection. It is respectfully requested that the rejection of claims 1-7 be withdrawn. 

Claims 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph for being 
incomplete. Applicants respectfully submit that, as disclosed in paragraphs [0019] and [0020], 
for example, the diffusion coefficient is measured based on the diffusion lengths of the melts. 
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Thus, it is respectfully submitted that claim 8 recites a complete apparatus. It is respectfully 
requested that the rejection of claims 8-14 be withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in condition 
for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of all pending claims are 
earnestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 



JAO:MMI/ccs 
Attachments: 

June 14, 2004 Information Disclosure Statement and PTO-1449 
Date Stamped Receipt 

Date: October 15, 2004 
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